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Governor of Bombay, and devoted much attention to British
interests in the Persian Gulf. Under hi-m the police of the sea
was maintained by naval force, piracy was stamped out wherever
it appeared, the pearl-fisheries were protected, the Arab chiefs
were kept in check, and Turkish encroachment was prevented.
Thus was consolidated a power which, extending from Basra
in Mesopotamia to the mouth of the Eed Sea, gives England
the command of one of the most valuable situations in Asia.

In Afghanistan after the death of Dost Muhammad the suc-
cession was only for a brief time undisputed and became after-
wards desperately disputed with fratricidal contests. There were
then two rulers in Afghanistan, each holding a part of the
country. John Lawrence refrained from any attempt to interfere
or even mediate between them, maintaining friendly communica-
tions with both, but without indicating any preference for either.
He obtained the fullest information regarding the battles, plots,
triumphs, flights, many of which were fraught with moving
incidents. As none could foresee to which party the victory
would ultimately incline, he judiciously waited until one or
other should remain uppermost in the struggle and become the
de facto ruler. He was willing to accord British support,
moral or material, to the ruler who might have so far proved
successful.

Never was the proverbial fitfulness of the Afghan people
more manifest than at that time. Their Amir might well
address them in the words of the poet:

" Who would wish, to rule
This changeling crowd   *   *   *
Fantastic, fickle, fierce and vain,
Thou many-headed monster thing;
Oh! who would wish to he thy king 1"

The proceedings of Eussia in Central Asia were watched by
John Lawrence with unceasing vigilance, especially as the Khan
of Bokhara was striving to shake off the Eussian yoke. As
these vain strivings only caused the Eussian power to be
fastened more firmly than ever on Bokhara, he scrupulously
abstained from allowing the Khan to hope for British assist-
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